
CENTRE HALL BOROUGH COUNCIL 
MEETING MINUTES 

August 14, 2014 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: 
President Joe Hammaker; Vice President Jack Muthersbaugh; Lynn Dutrow; Kathryn Long; 
Philip Cahill; and C. Christine Cooper 

OTHERS PRESENT: 
Kenny Strouse, Supervisor, Maintenance, Code Enforcement and Zoning Officer; 
Philip Orndorf, Jr., Maintenance, Code Enforcement and Zoning Officer; 
Ray Hankinson, Mayor; and John R. Miller, III, Solicitor 

CITIZENS PRESENT: Ann Haluska; Jake Tanis; 
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CALL TO ORDER: President Joe Hammaker called the meeting of the Centre Hall Borough 
Council to order at 7:00 p.m. "This meeting is being recorded for the purpose of typing of the minutes 
only and is not to be used for any other purposes." 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: A motion was made by Vice President Jack Muthersbaugh and 
was seconded by Councilperson C. Christine Cooper, to approve the Minutes of the July 10, 2014 
Council Meeting: Ayes - 6; Nays - 0. Motion passed. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Councilperson Lynn Dutrow questioned the paying of the sidewalk 
inspector and how may trees were trimmed and cut down. Supervisor Kenny Strouse stated that it 
was the PennDOT Inspector that was paid and trees were trimmed: one on Pennsylvania A venue, 
Grandview Road, and the big oak tree by the school and took down one on Logan Alley. A motion 
was made by Councilperson Lynn Dutrow and was seconded by Vice President Jack Muthersbaugh, 
to approve the Financial Statements as presented for the month of July 2014 and to continue to pay the 
bills: Ayes - 6; Nays - 0. Motion passed. 

ZONING I CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER'S REPORT: 
A non-traffic citation was filed with the Magisterial District Judge for Code Violation of Ordinance 
108 for unlawful growth of grass, weeds, and other vegetation. 

STATE OF THE BOROUGH REPORT: 
1. Willow A venue is patched and ready for paving. A Hawbaker representative came to look at 

job and suggested that the Borough put the inch and a half of base into the driveways and that 
they would pave into them for a better overall appearance. They requested a time extension 
since we were not ready for them when they wanted to come in May. Kenny said as long as it 
wouldn't be later than the middle of September. 

2. A couple places were patched on Hoffer A venue. 
3. Mayor Ray Hankinson stated that Ryan Newman mentioned an area needing looked at, the 

comer of Gate Two, needing paved or curbed so that the water doesn't pool. Newman's 
vehicles on Pennsylvania A venue need to be moved. It is hard to see in order to pull out the 
way he parks his vehicles. Records are to be checked about no parking or striping for the tum 
onto Kurtz Street. 

4. Councilperson Lynn Dutrow asked about trees by Lynn Tyson's - they were taken down and 
the area was patched. 
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5. Grace United Methodist Church parking lot has a tree in our right-of-way that should be taken 
down. Lynn mentioned Frank Butts' rental unit has a tree which is half dead. Kenny stated to 
Council that most of the Ash Trees will be dead soon and will need to be taken down. Philip 
Orndorf Jr. said that the Ash Trees are dying from the top down. Vice President Jack 
Muthersbaugh stated to take down the trees if they are dying. They are a liability. Kenny is to 
ask the Borough's arborist to come and evaluate these trees. 

Note: The State of the Borough Report was interrupted due to the arrival of Citizens. The 
Citizens were allotted time to speak. 

CITIZENS: 
I. Ann Haluska of 118 East Allison Street is concerned that her water drainage problems are 

putting her foundation at risk. Supervisor Kenny Strouse stated that last week when she called 
him she stated that it was a nice rain. Kenny stated that it rained over two inches in under 20 
minutes. He also stated that the Borough has had an exorbitant amount of rain this year. Ann 
felt that the Borough reopening the drainage ditch caused her problems. Kenny said that the 
drainage ditch was dug and filled it with stones by Lynn Dutrow, long before Kenny began 
working for the Borough. The ditch on the other side of the street was just field stones in 
which the maintenance crew re-dug and added 2b stones to help with drainage. Ann said she 
was willing to have the dye put in and see what comes from it since water is still seeping into 
her basement through the walls. Councilperson Lynn Dutrow asked where her sewer line 
came into the house. The sewer line goes across the street and is imbedded in stones in which 
the water may be following. Kenny said we haven't had a year of rainfall like this for IO or 15 
years where you're getting this many inch plus rains in a few minutes. Councilperson Philip 
Cahill stated that he got water in his basement multiple times this year. Discussion amongst 
Councilpersons stated that with all this rainfall this year what is council going to do if every 
house in Centre Hall has these problems. Kenny will speak with the new hydrologist at 
Nittany Engineering to have him look at it to see what he thinks. Kenny took Anne's cell 
number to reply back to her. Anne departed the meeting. 

2. Jake Tanis, Potter Township Supervisor, was here to find out what the Borough felt about the 
cell tower and that both Gregg Township and Potter Township have voted to stop the current 
farmers lease and to rewrite a new lease. Joel Myers, Gregg Township Supervisor, is writing 
the new lease for review. Mr. John R. Miller, III, questioned whether the current lease needs 
to be terminated in order to create the new lease. Jake stated yes, a 90 day notice needs to be 
given to terminate the current lease so a new lease can be written. The new lease will include 
specific farming practices like the fodder being taken off and soil testing to keep at a certain 
level so that as the park construction transitions, grass will be able to be grown on it. A 
motion was made by Councilperson Kathryn Long and was seconded by Councilperson Philip 
Cahill, to give notice to terminate the Tri-Municipal Park farmer's lease and to authorize the 
preparation of a new lease: Ayes - 5; Nays - I. (Councilperson Lynn Dutrow) Motion passed. 
Jake departed the meeting. 

ST A TE OF THE BOROUGH REPORT - Continued: 
6. Kenny drove to Anne's house after she called. Her gutters needed cleaning. They were full 

and something was growing out of them. Kenny drove by today. She has cleaned them. 
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7. Kenny is going to replace the cut off saw, which has been fixed 3 or 4 times at $100+ each. A 
new one would cost $1000 but with trade it will be a $600 difference. A new weed eater is 
also being purchased to replace ours which is unable to be repaired. 

8. Next month's financial statement will show the backhoe repair bill to fix a cylinder which was 
an all day job $1300. 

9. Kenny will be attending a meeting tomorrow at the Grange Fair. The fire police are not 
directing traffic any more. The Grange Fair is hiring "Flagger Force". We have requested the 
portable lighting from CPI that we have used in the past. It is available again this year. 

10. The 1984 truck is at Miller's Garage with blown head gaskets. Kenny questioned whether or 
not to fix it. The estimate $1500 if it needs all new heads. Kenny asked Dave if he thought it 
would pass inspection. Dave felt it could pass inspection for another couple of years. 
President Joe Hammaker thought Council should get it fixed. Councilperson Kathryn Long 
said that it is good to have a backup. Councilperson Lynn Dutrow said to use it for leaves and 
riff/raff not anything else. 

11. Kenny met with Mr. John R. Miller, III, Solicitor to begin preparing the Amish Water 
Agreement. The Amish man, Andy Beiler, would not sign the Agreement due to the provision 
of repayment being prorated at 20% a year. He thought he should be able to receive free water 
again. Since then, Mr. Beiler decided to drill a well. 

12. Update on drilling wells at park land- Kenny is to meet with Jim Casselberry, P.G. and Tony 
Martucci of DEP next week for a sanitary survey of potential well sites. The Water 
Department would like to drill to establish where the future wells will be in order to establish 
wellhead protection zones. Councilperson Lynn Dutrow stated that he felt that this time of 
year was not good for drilling due to the fact that the water level is higher due to all this year's 
rainfall. He then stated to follow Mr. Casselberry directions. Council asked how high the 
current well levels are now. Higher than in past years - around 110 feet, normally 130 feet. 
Councilperson Lynn Dutrow stated that ifthe drillers do not hit any water below 300 feet then 
he would be leery. Councilperson Lynn Dutrow asked what the quote was. Kenny quoted last 
month approximately $98,000 to drill three test wells, pump test, drill again with larger casing, 
DEP paperwork, and Mr. Casselberry's paperwork. Kenny suggested that the water 
department: keep the current good well, pull the casing to close the bad one, and sell the little 
one to the park: A motion was made by Vice President Jack Muthersbaugh and was seconded 
by Councilperson Lynn Dutrow to have Supervisor Kenny Strouse pursue drilling one well 
this year with Mr. Casselberry unless Mr. Casselberry's advice is to wait for better conditions: 
Ayes - 6; Nays - 0. Motion passed. 

13. Line painter has not returned yet to finish painting and to move the handicap parking area. 

OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Mr. John R. Miller, III, - update for Tri-Municipal Park - received a letter from DCNR- yes 

we can swap the land and it does not have be within the Tri-Municipal Park perimeter. So the 
question is, where does it come from? Potter Township's Solicitor said that they have 
designated open space I recreational space that can be used. DCNR stipulates that this has to 
be new land not previously designated. The Borough's concern is, if we move forward now 
and either Potter Township or Gregg Township has land that can be used, that an agreement 
would be needed. Potter Township's Solicitor said that they approved the agreement at one of 
their meetings and would send Mr. Miller a copy of the minutes. That was two weeks ago and 
Mr. Miller still hasn't received a copy. Minutes are not binding agreements. We have not 
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seen a copy of the agreement. Discussion continued as to options for a land swap for a cell 
tower since DCNR will allow a land swap. The three municipalities need to find a suitable 
area for the land swap leaving our well sites alone. A motion was made by Vice President 
Jack Muthersbaugh and was seconded by Councilperson Philip Cahill that the Borough is 
keeping our three well sites - the Borough will not swap a well site for a Verizon tower since 
DCNR will allow a land swap let Potter Township or Gregg Township find a suitable area of 
land that can be used since the Borough does not have land that qualifies: Ayes - 6; Nays - 0. 
Motion passed. 

2. Update for the Wolfe Farm I Hanover Water Pressure- Wade Wolfe does not want to proceed 
with pressure testing at this time. He thought that maybe we had a leak in the line. 

3. Price quotes were received for possible carpet replacement. Discussion was held. A motion 
was made by Councilperson C. Christine Cooper and was seconded by Councilperson Kathryn 
Long, to approve shampooing the carpet verses replacing the carpet and to reevaluate in one 
year: Ayes - 6; Nays - 0. Motion Passed. 

NEW BUSINESS: 
I. A motion was made by Councilperson Lynn Dutrow and was seconded by Vice President Jack 

Muthersbaugh, to approve the Water Application for I I 0 First Street: Ayes - 6; Nays - 0. 
Motion Passed. Supervisor Kenny Strouse asked if we wanted to punch the line under or dig 
the line in. The owners will be billed either way. Kenny is to set up punching it under with 
either Gatilious or Richardson. 

2. The Centre Hall Library requested an increase in this year's Borough donation. A motion was 
made by Councilperson Lynn Dutrow and was seconded by Councilperson Kathryn Long, to 
approve paying the budgeted allocation of $2.300.00 to the Centre Hall Library: Ayes - 6; 
Nays - 0. Motion Passed. 

3. A motion was made by Vice President Jack Muthersbaugh and was seconded by 
Councilperson C. Christine Cooper, to purchase hotdogs, buns & condiments for Halloween 
Trick-or-Treating on October 31, 2014, from 6:00-8:00 p.m.: Ayes - 6; Nays - 0. Motion 
Passed. 

CORRESPONDENCE (INCOMING): Nothing new to report. 

MAYOR'S REPORT: There is a Pipeline Safety 90 minute presentation with dinner at 5:30 p.m. on 
September 18th if you want to attend please sign up tonight. 

SOLICITOR'S REPORT: 
I. On September 11th there will be a Sherriff Sale for the Suzanne Loux Estate property at 

119 Wynwood Drive in which we have a Municipal Lien against the property for water. 
2. We have our signed Waterline Extension Agreement and Security Deposit from Sheetz but 

they have to provide us with Waterline Easements for dedication of the new water lines which 
the Water Department will be in control of. Waterline Easement samples were sent to their 
attorney to attach their exhibits showing the water line locations and signatures. 

3. Mr. John R. Miller, III, Solicitor wrote to the Gregg Township Supervisors about sharing the 
Volunteer Ambulance workers Workman's Compensation split between the Municipalities. A 
Joint Municipal Agreement was prepared and distributed this week to the Penns Valley 
Municipalities for review. Comments so far are: do not want to see this being retroactive but 
only for future premiums; more clarification for only volunteers; a list of the volunteers; and a 
more defined formula for calculating the split. Please review for comments next month. 
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B. WATER - MUTHERSBAUGH - Kenny asked a question about the Sheetz Agreement 
concerning the fiber optic line which they installed on top of our water line. Is there anything 
we can do to make them move it? Kenny is to try to get a copy of the agreement between 
PennDOT and Spread Network, owners of the Fiber Optic lines. 
C. POLICE - DUTROW - Nothing new to report. 
D. SOLID WASTE AND SIDEWALKS - CAHILL - Nothing new to report. 
E. LIGHTS AND NUISANCE - LONG - Nothing new to report. 
F. FIRE TAX-LONG-Nothing new to report. 
G. FINANCE-CRATER- Nothing new to report. 

ADJOURNMENT: At 9:00 p.m., it was moved by Vice President Jack Muthersbaugh and was 
seconded by Councilperson C. Christine Cooper to adjourn the meeting: Ayes - 6; Nays - 0. Motion 
Passed. 

Respectfully Submitted from recording, 

Beth Ann Araujo, CGA 
Centre Hall Borough Secretary 


